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Abstract: The present study evaluates the presentation of listening and 
reading skills in Project level 1 (4
th
 edition) and Achievers A1+ textbooks. 
The textbooks were evaluated by using the theoretical framework as 
proposed by Cunningsworth (1995). This research used qualitative content 
analysis as its research method. The results of this study show that both 
textbooks met the evaluation criteria proposed by Cunningsworth (1995) 
regarding the presentation of the listening skill. As for the presentation of 
the reading skill, Project level 1 (4th edition) textbook was considered as 
adequately met the requirement; while Achievers A1+ might be more 
relevant to the evaluation criteria.  
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INTRODUCTION   
It is a general understanding that textbook is an essential component in 
teaching learning. For that reason, using the best or the most appropriate textbook 
for teaching and learning is very essential.  
One of the ways to select the right textbook is through coursebook 
evaluation. The evaluation can be conducted ―before a coursebook is used (pre-
use evaluation), during its use (in-use evaluation), or after its use (post-use 
evaluation), depending on circumstances and the purposes for which the 
evaluation is being undertaken‖ (Cunningsworth, 1995: 14).  Evaluating a 
textbook continuously and constantly is necessary in teaching and learning 
process.  
Based on our experience working at some language courses in Surabaya 
for the past 5 years, we would say that some courses overlooked the importance of 
textbook evaluation.  The current language courses that we worked at the time 
when we conducted this study, for example, had not evaluated their textbooks for 
more than 5 years. This further inspired us to do a research on textbook 
evaluation. We particularly would like to help the language courses that we 
worked at in finding new and appropriate English textbook to be used for their 
beginner learners.  
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This study focused on the evaluation of listening and reading skills 
published in 2 best sellers books for beginners, i.e. Project level 1 (4th edition) 
and Achievers A1+. We selected these 2 books because the course books have 
been the best sellers and used by many private schools and language courses in 
Surabaya and neighboring cities (N.N., a staff of Mentari bookstore, personal 
communication, March 19, 2016 and NN a staff of Fenross bookstore, personal 
communication, March 24, 2016).  
We focused on listening and reading skills because these receptive skills 
are needed to develop learners‘ vocabulary, grammar and comprehension 
especially in the early stages of learning (see Renandya 2013 for further details). 
To evaluate the listening and reading skills presented in Project level 1 (4th 
edition) and Achievers A1+, we used the criteria proposed by Cunningsworth 
(1995) as follows:  
 
 Table 1. Checklist for Evaluating Listening Skill 
1. What kind of listening material is contained in the course? 
- Does listening form part of dialogue/conversation work? 
- Are there specific listening passages? 
2. If there are specific listening passages, what kinds of activities are based 
on them – comprehension questions, extracting specific information, 
etc.)? 
3. Is the listening material set in a meaningful context? 
4. Are there pre-listening tasks, questions, etc.? 
5. What is the recorded material on audio-cassette like in terms of: 
- sound quality 
- speed of delivery 
- accent 
- authenticity? 
6. Is there any video material for listening? 
7. If so, is good use made of the visual medium to provide a meaningful 
context and show facial expression, gesture, etc.? 
Cunningsworth (1995: 68) 
 
 
Table 2. Checklist for Evaluating Reading Skill 
1. Is the reading text used for introducing new language items (grammar 
and vocabulary), consolidating language work, etc.? 
2. Is there a focus on the development of reading skills and strategies? 
3. Is the reading material linked to other skills work? 
4. Is there emphasis on reading for pleasure and for intellectual 
satisfaction? 
5. How many reading texts are there, and how frequently do they occur? 
6. How early on in the course (at elementary level) do reading texts start to 
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appear? 
7. How long are the texts? Do they encourage intensive/extensive reading? 
8. How authentic are the texts? 
9. Is the subject matter appropriate (interesting, challenging, topical, 
varied, culturally acceptable, unlikely to date)? 
10. What text types (genres) are used? Are they appropriate? 
11. Are the texts complete or gapped? 
12. Does the material help comprehension by, for example: 
- setting the scene 
- providing background information 
- giving pre-reading questions? 
13. What kind of comprehension questions are asked: 
- literal (surface) questions 
- discourse-processing questions 
- inference questions? 
14. To what extent does the material involve the learner‘s knowledge 
system (knowledge of the world)?  
Cunningsworth (1995: 80) 
 
METHOD 
The data for this study was taken from two different English textbooks 
entitled Project level 1 (4
th
 edition) and Achievers A1+. Project level 1 (4
th
 
edition) consists of 87 pages and 6 units. The author of the textbook is Tom 
Hutchinson; and the textbook was published by Oxford University Press in 2013. 
Achievers A1+ consists of 153 pages and 9 units. The textbook was written by 
Carolyn Barraclough, Martyn Hobbs, and Julia Starr Keddle and published by 
Richmond in 2015.  
We analyzed the presentation of listening and reading skills in the 
textbooks by referring to the guideline proposed by Cunningsworth (1995). We 
first overviewed the content of the textbook; then employed content analysis 
which is defined as ―a research technique for making replicable and valid 
inferences from texts (printed matter, recorded speech, visual communications, 
works of art, artifacts) or other meaningful matter to the contexts of their use‖ 
(Krippendorff, 2004: 37). We identified the presentation of listening and reading 
skills by seeking the term ―listening‖, ―listen‖, ―reading‖ and ―read‖ or other 
terms that correspond to listening and reading in each chapter and each section of 
the textbook. Then we categorized the identified presentations according to the 
guideline or checklist proposed by Cunningsworth (1995). 
 
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION  
This section would be divided into 2 sub-sections. The first one is on the 
discussion of the presentation of the listening skill in Project level 1 (4
th
 edition) 
and Achievers A1+ textbooks; and the second section would discuss the reading 
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skill in those 2 textbooks. For each section, there would be a discussion on any 
similarities and differences found in both textbooks. 
 
Listening Skill 
 
Project Level 1 (4
th
 edition) 
The listening skills in Project Level 1 (4
th
 edition) textbook focus on two 
different ways, as part of general oral work and specific listening passages. One of 
the examples of listening practice for general oral work can be found on page 5 
(exercise 6a and 6b). In these exercises, the learners are first asked to read, listen, 
and complete the dialogue, and then they are asked to practice the dialogue with 
their partners. In this case, listening is just a part of the overall activity to help the 
learners learn how to greet other people. 
 
 
 
Figure 1 
Source: Project Level 1 (4
th
 edition), (2013: 5) 
 
Another example for general oral work is related to pronunciation practice. 
The general oral work in this textbook also covers pronunciation practice. An 
example of such activity is repeating the pronunciation of the vocabularies after 
listening to it. Such activity shows that the main focus is not listening but more on 
pronunciation (speaking). 
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Figure 2 
Source: Project Level 1 (4
th
 edition), (2013: 10) 
 
The textbook also includes specific listening passages. The kinds of 
activities that are provided for specific listening passages are comprehension 
questions to check the understanding, extraction of information, and lead-in 
discussion.  
 
 
 
Figure 3 
Source: Project Level 1 (4
th
 edition), (2013: 33) 
 
The listening materials in this textbook are presented in meaningful 
context. There are pre-listening tasks such Q & A or games that draw learners‘ 
attention to the topic that is going to be discussed.  
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Figure 4 
Source: Project Level 1 (4
th
 edition), (2013: 41) 
 
Moreover, the listening materials in this textbook are often linked to other 
skills‘ works. The example below shows that the students are first asked to listen 
to short statements about greeting. Then, they have to repeat (speaking) and read 
(reading) in exercise 5b. Finally, in exercise 5c, they are asked to make dialogues 
(writing) related to greetings.  
 
Textbook Evaluation: An Analysis of Listening and Reading Skill  
in Project Level 1 (4
th
 Edition) and Achievers A1+ 
 
 
Journal of English Teaching Adi Buana, Vol. 02 No. 01, April 2017 
 
83 
 
 
Figure 5 
Source: Project Level 1 (4
th
 edition), (2013: 5) 
 
The Project Level 1 (4th edition) textbook has both audio-cassette and 
video materials; but they are sold separately. There is also free audio material 
which is available on the official website of Project level 1 (4
th
 edition), Oxford 
University Press (http://goo.gl/jAPzwP). For this study, we analyzed the free 
online audio materials only. 
From our detail analysis, it can be seen that the sound of free audio 
material is very clear. The speed of delivery is approximately 70 words per 
minute. This seems to be suitable for the target learners of this textbook, i.e. 
beginners. The only accent being used for all recorded material on audio-cassette 
is British accent. This is probably because the publisher of Project level 1 (4
th
 
edition) is Oxford University Press, UK. Most of the recorded materials, however, 
are not authentic.  
 
Achievers A1+ 
The listening material in Achievers A1+textbook includes both general 
oral work and specific listening passages. The general oral works that we found in 
this textbook are in the form of repeating the pronunciation of vocabularies and 
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sentences. The main focus is not to practice listening skill but more on speaking 
skill. The exercise 3 on page 30, for example, requires the learners to listen to the 
correct pronunciation first and then repeat it. 
 
 
Figure 6 
Source: Achievers A1+, (2015: 30) 
 
There are also specific listening passages provided in this textbook. The 
types of the activities for specific listening passages are comprehension questions, 
extraction of information, and lead-in discussion. There are also different types of 
questions written in the textbook: multiple choices, short-answer-completion, and 
true/false.  
We also found that the specific listening passages in Achievers 
A1+textbook are not only presented in the listening sections but also in the 
speaking sections. One of the examples is on page 16 exercise 2 and 3.  
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Figure 7 
Source: Achievers A1+, (2015: 16) 
 
Achievers A1+textbook presents the material in meaningful context. The 
textbook provides pre-listening tasks that allow an element of prediction, draw the 
learners‘ attention to the topic, and make the learners familiar with the topic that 
is going to be discussed. Sometimes the learners are assigned to look for some 
information presented in listening material; sometimes they are asked to have 
discussions regarding the topics, passages, or pictures given. One of the examples 
is shown below.   
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Figure 8 
Source: Achievers A1+, (2015: 43) 
 
The listening materials are also linked to other skills‘ works. In the 
example below, the students are first asked to discuss with their partners about TV 
programs. Then, they will listen to the passage talking about TV programs. After 
that, they need to finish a reading exercise in which the learners have to read the 
expressions and put it into dialogue. Lastly, the students are asked again to discuss 
with their friends about their favorite TV programs.  
Textbook Evaluation: An Analysis of Listening and Reading Skill  
in Project Level 1 (4
th
 Edition) and Achievers A1+ 
 
 
Journal of English Teaching Adi Buana, Vol. 02 No. 01, April 2017 
 
87 
 
 
Figure 9 
Source: Achievers A1+, (2015: 11) 
 
The Achievers A1+ textbook has both audio-cassette and video materials; 
and those CD and DVD are sold separately. There is no free recorded material; 
and at the time when we conducted the study, the CD and DVD were unavailable. 
 
Similarities and Differences 
Both textbooks have general oral works and specific listening passages. 
For general oral works, both textbooks deal with pronunciation by repeating the 
vocabularies and sentences. However, Project level 1 (4
th
 edition) textbook does 
not only cover pronunciation practice for general oral works but also in other 
types of activities as mentioned above (exercise 6a and 6b, page 5).  
For specific listening passages, Achievers A1+ textbook has specific 
listening passages not only in listening sections but also in other section such as 
speaking sections. Achievers A1+ textbook has few different kinds of questions 
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(i.e. multiple choices, completion, and true/false.). Project level 1 (4
th
edition) 
textbook only has specific listening passages in listening sections; but it has more 
various types of questions (i.e. completion, true/false, matching, ticking (√), and 
drawing).   
The listening materials in both textbooks are set in a meaningful context. 
There are pre-listening tasks provided to focus learners‘ attention on the topic that 
is going to be discussed. Moreover, the listening material in both textbooks is 
linked to other skills‘ works.  
Although both Project level 1 (4
th
 edition) textbook and Achievers A1+ 
textbook have pre-listening tasks, there are some differences. Achievers A1+ 
textbook has more variation of pre-listening tasks; while Project level 1 (4
th
 
edition) textbook gives pre-listening tasks only in a form of discussions (question 
& answer) and game. In addition, Project level 1 (4
th
 edition) textbook also 
provides vocabulary sections to make the students familiar with the topic and the 
essential vocabularies that are going to be discussed in listening sections.  
In terms of recorded material, both textbooks provide audio-cassette and 
video material that need to be bought separately. In addition, Project level 1 (4
th
 
edition) textbook provides audio material (audio-cassette) for free on its official 
website.  
 
Reading Skill 
 
Project Level 1 (4
th
 edition) 
The reading texts provided in Project Level 1 (4th edition) textbook are 
used to introduce new language items especially on grammar and vocabularies. 
The vocabularies listed on each vocabulary section of the unit, for example, are 
related to the reading text discussed in that particular unit. The reading texts are 
also used to introduce the grammar rules. 
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Figure 10 
Source: Project Level 1 (4th edition), (2013: 54) 
 
The reading text on page 54 shown above serves as a good example for 
this point of discussion. This reading text introduces some key vocabularies 
related to the parts of a house such as the word, bedrooms, bathrooms, toilet, and 
kitchen. At the same time, this reading text introduces the pattern or the format of 
preposition of place such as written on the 5
th
 line ‗There isn‟t a cellar under my 
house.‘ 
There are 3 reading texts in Project Level 1 (4th edition) textbook that are 
used for stimulating oral work: describing, discussing, and acting. Figure 
11below, shows exercise 3 that encourages the learners to discuss their own 
school subjects and compare theirs with what Joe, the character in the reading 
text, has in his school.  
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Figure 11 
Source: Project Level 1 (4th edition), (2013: 35) 
 
During the data analysis, we also figured out that the reading materials in 
this textbook are supporting the learners to improve their reading skills and 
strategies. In the reading section, the textbook provides exercises for the learners 
to practice and develop skills such as, recognizing words (vocabulary) and 
recognizing grammatical functions of words through the reading texts. There are 
also some exercises that focus on introducing the learners to the use of reading 
strategies such as skim-reading in order to answer comprehension questions (post-
reading), extracting specific information from texts and pre-learning about 
unfamiliar key vocabularies. An example is provided below.  
Textbook Evaluation: An Analysis of Listening and Reading Skill  
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Figure 12 
Source: Project Level 1 (4th edition), (2013: 42) 
 
The reading materials in this textbook are linked to other skills work, 
especially to listening and speaking skills. Reading is linked to speaking when the 
learners are asked to describe something which is related to the reading texts or 
when the students are asked to perform in class by acting out after reading a story. 
The exercise on page 71 below shows an example on how reading is linked to 
speaking. The learners are provided with the recorded material and they are asked 
to listen to the story and check their answers. After that, the learners will have to 
act the story in a group. 
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Figure 13 
Source: Project Level 1 (4th edition), (2013: 71) 
 
Another interesting finding from this current study is that the reading texts 
provided in this textbook are targeted for intellectual satisfaction. There is no 
emphasis on reading for pleasure because the reading is not provided for the 
learners to read for enjoy or relax. All the reading texts are provided in order to 
teach the learners about English and do tasks or exercises afterwards. 
All in all, there are seven reading texts found in this textbook. The average 
length of the texts published in Project Level 1 (4th edition) is 80-230 words. 
The reading texts published in the textbook are mostly not authentic and 
encourage intensive reading rather than extensive reading. All texts have specific 
learning aims and reading tasks such as, answering comprehension questions and 
doing oral works which require high degree of understanding of the text in order 
to answer the questions given. 
The reading texts provided in this textbook, in our opinion, are appropriate 
in all aspects. The topics might be interesting because the reading texts are 
presented in various familiar daily topics such as, school, daily routines, and 
places. The texts are universally culturally acceptable because there is no taboo 
topic presented. The texts are also unlikely to date because the subjects are very 
common things being talked about, especially among students.  
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The texts are short, simple and appropriate to the students‘ level 
(beginner). The comprehension questions given for the learners to answer after 
reading the texts are all literal questions. The answers to those literal questions are 
likely to be found in the texts. 
Moreover, none of the reading texts included in this textbook is gapped.  
There is no reading text that has of blanks or requires the learners to complete the 
missing parts in the texts. The reading materials in fact help the readers‘ 
comprehension by providing the setting of the scene, background information, and 
pre-reading questions. Regarding the types of the reading texts, Project Level 1 
(4th edition) textbook only uses two genres which are narrative and descriptive 
texts. An example is below.  
 
 
Figure 14 
Source: Project Level 1 (4th edition), (2013: 54) 
 
Achievers A1+ 
The reading texts in Achievers A1+textbook are used for three purposes. 
First of all, the reading texts are used to introduce grammar and vocabularies. 
Therefore, in each reading section, there is a sub-section called as ‗Word Zone‘ 
that provides some explanation on grammar rules. There is also Vocabulary sub-
section which provides some key vocabularies that are related to the reading text 
of a particular unit. 
Here is an example. As can be seen below, there is ‗Word Zone‘ box that 
informs the leaders about the use of word ‗so‘ on page 83. There is also a 
vocabulary sub-section that provides some essential vocabularies which are 
related to the topic of the reading text „holiday‟. 
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Figure 15 
Source: Achievers A1+, (2015: 83) 
 
The second purpose is that the reading texts are used for stimulating oral 
works. In all reading sections, there are oral exercises such as, discussing and 
describing. The exercise 1 on page 64, for example, demands the learners to 
discuss the questions with their classmates. 
 
 
Figure 16 
Source: Achievers A1+, (2015: 64) 
. 
Textbook Evaluation: An Analysis of Listening and Reading Skill  
in Project Level 1 (4
th
 Edition) and Achievers A1+ 
 
 
Journal of English Teaching Adi Buana, Vol. 02 No. 01, April 2017 
 
95 
 
Lastly, the reading texts in this textbook are also used for giving 
information and providing models for writing. The reading text on page 72, for 
example, provides the survival guide in a desert. At the same time, it shows a 
model for writing a blog page. 
 
 
 
 
Figure 17 
Source: Achievers A1+, (2015: 72) 
 
Our data analysis also shows that the reading materials in this textbook 
provide supports for the learners to improve their reading skills and strategies. 
Exercises 3 and 4 on page 23 for example require the learners to identify the 
details or notice specific details to answer the questions. 
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Figure 18 
Source: Achievers A1+, (2015: 23) 
 
To improve the learners‘ reading strategies, the textbook provides some 
exercises to predict the contents of the texts through the pre-reading tasks, to 
answer comprehension questions (post-reading) that are related to the reading 
texts, and to extract specific information from the texts in order to answer the 
questions given. Exercise 1 on page 54 as shown below brings the learners to do a 
pre-reading task to practice one of the reading strategies, i.e. to predict the 
contents of the texts which will eventually help the learners to increase their 
strategies in reading. 
 
 
 
Figure 19 
Source: Achievers A1+, (2015: 54) 
 
The reading materials in Achievers A1+ textbook are linked speaking, 
writing, and listening skills. For speaking, it is often linked to reading by 
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providing pre-reading tasks in the form of discussion, ideas sharing, and 
brainstorming. One of the examples can be found on page 12 in exercise 1 where 
the learners are asked to discuss in pairs.  
 
 
 
Figure 20 
Source: Achievers A1+, (2015: 12) 
 
To our observation, the reading texts in this textbook focus on teaching the 
learners to improve their reading skills and strategies and to complete tasks or 
exercises related with the texts given. 
Achievers A1+textbook provides 18 reading texts with two reading texts in 
every unit (in the very first part of the unit and in the middle part of the unit. Each 
reading text is about 200-300 words; and none of them is authentic material.  
The reading texts found in this textbook are for intensive reading. All texts 
are written for specific learning aims and tasks. It requires high degree of 
understanding in order to answer the questions related to the texts. 
In relation to the subject matter, the reading texts provided in this textbook 
are appropriate in all aspects especially if they are targeted for beginners. The 
topics presented in the textbooks are interesting and discussing about the things 
that are familiar to the learners such as, famous places, holidays, and technology. 
The texts are also culturally acceptable and unlikely to date because the topics 
being discussed are general, common and related to the learners‘ daily life. For 
many beginners, the texts are appropriate because they use simple appropriate 
words. The tasks or exercises given after reading the texts are not complicated. 
Most of the comprehension questions are literal questions where the learners can 
find the answer easily in the texts. 
There are 5 types of reading texts in this textbook including narrative, 
descriptive, recount, information, and exposition. There is no reading text that has 
missing words. There is no requirement for the learners to complete the missing 
parts in the texts.  
The textbook tries to help improving the students‘ reading comprehension 
by providing pre-reading questions or tasks for each reading text. The pre-reading 
questions or tasks are varied: discussing with partners or in groups, sharing ideas, 
or brainstorming. The example shown below is one of the pre-reading tasks in a 
form of sharing ideas. 
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Figure 20 
Source: Achievers A1+, (2015: 12) 
 
 
Similarities and Differences 
In terms of the purpose of the reading texts, both textbooks used reading 
texts to introduce new language items. Even so, we found that the purposes are 
little bit different. The reading texts in while Project level 1 (4
th
 edition)textbook 
are used to introduce new language items, especially grammar and vocabulary, 
whereas Achievers A1+textbook has purposes to introduce grammar and 
vocabulary, stimulate oral work, give information, and provide models for 
writing. 
Both textbooks also pay attention to the development of reading skills and 
strategies and they provide some exercises to train the learners. However, it seems 
that both textbooks focus more on developing reading strategies. The exercises 
given are more to help the learners improve their reading strategies such as, doing 
comprehension questions (pre- and post-reading or extracting specific information 
from texts) and providing vocabulary section before reading the texts (pre-
teaching about unfamiliar key vocabularies). 
Another interesting similarity is that the reading materials in both 
textbooks are linked mostly to listening and speaking. The reading materials in 
both textbooks are often linked to speaking by providing exercises such as, having 
a discussion about the texts; while for listening, they are linked by providing 
recording materials about the text. The reading materials in Achievers 
A1+textbook however are also linked to writing skill while Project level 1 (4
th
 
edition) textbook does not have such link. 
The reading texts provided in both textbooks teach the learners to master 
reading skills and strategies and to complete the assigned tasks or exercises 
related with the texts given. All the reading texts in both textbooks are written for 
specific learning aims and tasks and it requires high degree of understanding in 
order to answer the questions related to the texts. In short, both textbooks 
encourage intensive reading. 
There are still some other similarities found during our data analysis. First, 
both textbooks do not really use authentic texts. Second, both textbooks present 
common familiar daily topics which are culturally acceptable and unlikely to date. 
Third, all reading texts in both textbooks use simple words, present literal 
Textbook Evaluation: An Analysis of Listening and Reading Skill  
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comprehension questions, and require the students to complete simple tasks.  
Fourth, none of the reading texts found in both textbooks is gapped. Last but not 
least, the text types used in both textbooks are mostly under descriptive and 
narrative. 
A significant difference lies on the total number of reading texts provided 
in each textbook. There are 7 reading texts found in Project level 1 (4
th
 edition) 
textbook, whereas in Achievers A1+textbook, there are 18 reading texts. In terms 
of the length of the texts, the reading texts in Achievers A1+ textbook are a bit 
longer 
Another difference is on the presentation of the reading skill. Achievers 
A1+textbook provides more various texts types compared to Project level 1 (4
th
 
edition) textbook. Project level 1 (4
th
 edition) does not have pre-reading questions; 
while all of the reading texts in Achievers A1+textbookhave pre-reading 
questions. 
 
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION  
In terms of listening, both textbooks are almost same and in line with the 
checklist criteria of Cunningsworth (1995). Both textbooks include general oral 
works and specific listening passages which are supported by various kinds of 
listening exercises to help the learners to improve their listening skill. Moreover, 
the listening materials in both textbooks are set in meaningful context.  
Regarding the presentation of reading skill, Achievers A1+ textbook might 
be better than Project level 1 (4
th
 edition) textbook because it fulfills almost all 
criteria proposed by Cunningsworth (1995).  First of all, the reading texts in 
Achievers A1+ textbook has more purposes compared to Project level 1 (4
th
 
edition) textbook. Secondly, in terms of the integration, the reading materials in 
Achievers A1+ textbook are integrated with all skills. Next, Achievers A1+ 
textbook provides more reading texts with longer texts compared to Project level 
1 (4
th
 edition) textbook, which gives more opportunities to the learners to read and 
improve the reading skill. Furthermore, Achievers A1+textbook provides more 
various texts types compared to Project level 1 (4
th
 edition) textbook.  
 Based on those findings and discussion, it can be concluded that regarding 
the presentation of the listening skill, both textbooks Achievers A1+and Project 
level 1 (4th edition)were relevant to the evaluation criteria proposed by 
Cunningsworth (1995) though the non-availability of audio materials for Project 
level 1 (4th edition)might be a problem in some classes. It might be a good idea for 
the publisher to provide online audio/video resources as supporting material that 
are easily accessible from around the world.  
 As for the presentation of the reading skill, Project level 1 (4th 
edition)textbook was considered as adequately met the requirement proposed by 
Cunningsworth (1995); while Achievers A1+might be more relevant to the 
evaluation criteria. It means that those who use Project level 1 (4th edition) as a 
reference to teach reading need some supporting materials such as additional 
reading texts with different genres and various length. They also need to prepare 
themselves and/or to receive assistance or training to be able to use the reading 
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texts available as a spring board for teaching other skills such as writing and 
speaking.   
 The results of this study make a variety of interesting suggestions and offer 
potential for further research. First, it would be interesting to investigate other 
textbooks used on the same level to see how they had dealt with the evaluation 
criteria as proposed by Cunningsworth (1995). Secondly, a survey that follows 
should be conducted to get feedback from teachers and students who have actually 
used Achievers A1+and Project level 1 (4th edition) in their classrooms. 
Instruments such as questionnaires, classroom observations and interviews of 
teachers and students should be used to have a full picture of the quality of the 
textbooks and to see more clearly the teachability and learnability of the materials. 
These two suggestions are probably the most important recommendations for this 
research to further improve the quality of the English textbooks for beginners.  
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